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Health Impact Review Request Form
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What is the subject of the Health Impact Review?

Bl Number:

(] giil Draft . Draft Number: s Mook & ooy of s drafl
[] Becision Package CPfpaso aMash 8 Sopy OF 8 Goeikion paskags

[ Budget Proposal Phr Govoroi’s Dislget 4

] Other: i ather ppase desonbn beloy ano wiiant g aony o avadabie,

Should the Health Impact Review analyze the entire proposal or only a portion?

[] Entire Portion

If the review should focus on a portion of the policy or budgetary change, please describe what portion(s) the
review should analyze. .

The review should focus on the Governor's proposed cuts to the health care and human services safety net. Specifically:
Reduction of funding for the Basic Health Pian by 42 perceat. The Health Care Authority will reduce enrollment in the
Basic Health Plan, 1t will also restricture the program to altow coverage for as many people as possible. (§252.0 mitlion GF-S)
Apple Health for Kids. Funding to provide subsidized health care coverage to children whose family incomes are between '
250 percent and 300 percent of the (ederal poverty level will be suspended. (86,1 million GF-S, $7.9 million GF-F)
Elimination of medical coverage for the General Assistance-Unemployable program, Medical coverage continues for the
aged, blind and disabled. and those clients who meet the criteria for Social Security disability. (§257.3 million GF-5)
Elimination of the untversal vaccine program, The state will no longer purchase vaccines for children not covered hy
Medicaid. ($49.6 million GF-S) :

Elimination of grants to individuals in the General Assistance-Unemployable program. Monthly grants are no longer
provided to approximately 21.000 individuals in the GA-U program and 6,500 clients in the Alcoholism and Drug Addiction
Treatment and Support Act program. Effects of this action will be partialty offset by $20 million provided for additional
emergency housing and $40 mitlion to community clinics. ($160.6 million GF-S)

Requested completion date: 03 /3172009

Please consider completing the optional section on the back of this form, which will give
the Board a sense of why this review has been requested.

Washington State Board of Health
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~ QOptional ~
Please consider completing this optional section, which will give the Board a
’ sense of why this review has been requested,

NOTE: When conducting a health impact review, the Washington State Board of Health will consider various
ways that a proposal might exacerbate or ameliorate health disparities. Completing this section will give the
Board a head start by helping it understand the reasons why a review is being requested.

Briefly describe how you think the proposal might impact health disparities and whether you believe the
impact will be in a positive or negative direction.

Individuals accessing the Basic Health program and GAU are oftentimes individuals in transition, working families,
and poor communities of color. Cuts to the Basic Health program and GAU benefits will exacerbate existing racial
health disparities in Washington State. During economically difficult times when communities of color are
disproportionately impacted by the economic crisis, cuts to safety net programs will leave many families, children,
disabled individuals and communities of color without access to medical attention and much needed financial support.

Check any diseases or conditions for which the proposal might exacerbate or ameliorate health disparities.

["1Asthma [IMental health
Ccancer, Type [ Obesity

[ Diabetes [JOral disease
[JHIV/AIDS BEDE

K infant mortality [[1Smoking cessation

B immunization rates [IStrokes '

[ ]Heart disease - KWomen's heaith issues
(IKidney disease ClOther iniane spamdy

Check any social determinants of health the proposal might impactin a wéy that would exacerbate or

ameliorate health disparities.
> Access to heaith care

B Access to nutritious foods
[JAccess to physical activity -

X Access to safe housing

B Cutturally appropriate health care
[ Early learning

[ ]Education

(] Environmentai health conditions

Are there any specific populations that you think might be particularly impacted by this proposal?

Geography

(Xl Health care capacity
Tlincidence of viclence
Overall health
[1Sociceconomic standing
CIworkforce diversity

[ Other (pinass spscilyi

Low-income communities of color, immigrant communities, disabled communities, etc.

Are there specific organizations or community groups you would like the Board to contact as part of this

review?

PO Box 47990 » Olympia, WA 98504-7990 * Phone: 360-236-4110 + Fax; 360-236-4088

Washington Stafe Board of Health
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Health Care

Affordable heath care is integral to keeping our families secure, businesses Proposed
competitive 2nd our state stzong. Governor Gregoire's first term was matked with R‘fd”fﬁﬁ?“\
progress in making high-quality health care available to more Washington children $990 il
and families, Other advances were made in prescription drug savings, better
patient safety and more stringent licensing oversight. The Governor’s budget
continues her commitment to protecting the public’s health by providing the most
essential services to those most in need.

Goals

» Improve the public’s health.
» Minimize future health eare costs through prevention and appropriate treatment.
» Improve the quality of the health care system.

» Improve or maintain access to health eare.

What We invest in

Health care for Washingtonians

We continue to provide access to health care for low-income Washington residents. The Medicaid program
uses state and federal funds to provide more than 300,000 adults with services that include dental, vision and
hearing benefits, (2.0 billion General Fund-State)

Apple Health for Kids .

More than 600,000 childten are enrolled in the Apple Health for Kids program. This program will offer
subsidized coverage to ali children whose family incomes ase less than 250 percent of the federal poverty
level, with those more than 200 petcent continuing to pay a portion of the preminm. ($7.5 billion GF.5)

Basic Health Plan
Other state residents will be served through state-only programs such as the Basic Health Plan.

(5341.0 willfion GF-3}

Safety net

Community clinics, which offer primary carc and emergency services for all members of the community, are
infused with additional funds to offset reductions in the General Assistance-Unemployable program and the
Basic Fealth Plan. ($40.0 milfion GF-5)

Public health
Preveating and reducing communicable diseases keep Washingtonians healthics. Funding crucial to local
public health is maintained at existing levels. ($68.0 willion GF-5)
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